According to the philosopher John Rawls, principles of justice are the outcome of a special kind of hypothetical agreement.
They are the principles we would agree to if we were choosing rules for our society behind a “veil of ignorance,” where no one knows his or her age, sex, race, intelligence, strength, social position, family wealth, religion, or even life goals. Behind this “veil of ignorance,” it is impossible for anyone to propose social rules designed to benefit him more than other people. Therefore, Rawls argues, the principles we would agree to behind the veil of ignorance would be fair and just.
Rawls thinks that two principles would be agreed to behind this “veil of ignorance,” and these are his principles of justice. Let’s see if you agree with them.
1. Rawls’s first principle says that everyone should have the same set of basic liberties, including the freedom of speech and conscience, the right to hold office and to vote for elected officials, freedom from arbitrary arrest, the right to hold personal property, and so on
2. Rawls’ second principle says that people who are equally talented and equally motivated should have equal chances of success.
Tasks
1. View the following video (Only 7:00 Min. to 11:00 Min.), which comes from Harvard University, its most popular course, Justice.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcL66zx_6No&feature=youtu.be

· Near the 11:00 minute mark, the bar graph below was shown. Write a 3-4 sentence response explaining what the graph is saying. [You must use the word QUARTILE in your response]
                                   Image
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2. View the following video (Only 20:00 Min. to 24:30 Min.), which comes from Harvard University, its most popular course, Justice.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcL66zx_6No&feature=youtu.be


After viewing the video from the 20:00 minute mark to the 24:30 minute mark, respond to the following prompts. [2-3 sentences for each prompt]
· In your own words, explain the term meritocracy.
· Describe a situation when meritocracy is beneficial to society.
· Describe a situation when meritocracy is harmful to society.
3. The Tyranny of Merit - View Professor Michael Sandel's (8:47 min) Ted Talk and then identify three claims that Professor Sandel made that caught your attention.  And then pose an "I Wonder" question that you are now wondering about as a result of viewing his talk.
Claim 1:
Claim 2:
Claim 3:
Question:  "I wonder ..."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qewckuxa9hw&feature=youtu.be

4. Identify a potential research question related to one of the claims you identified or any other topic in the video.  Make sure to state your question and then outline a way that you could actually try to answer that question as if you were trying to conduct a research study. Think about what we learned in Unit 1.
(An example related to the first video: Does effort always lead to success? I would conduct a survey of 50 people who failed in a restaurant business and 50 people who have been successful in a restaurant business. I would ask how much their success and failure was related to effort, luck, and expertise)





